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From the Superintendent
Welcome back from Thanksgiving Break! I hope you found relaxation and joy, and were able to experi-
ence thankfulness over your break. 

As we return from break, back to our eLearning environment, in the midst of a pandemic and what 
sometimes feels like chaos all around us, it is easy to become distracted and lose hold of our reasons for 
thanks-giving. It takes a toll on us. In the world we are experiencing and the expectations we are fac-
ing, it is easy to become exhausted, frustrated, sad, depressed, outright mad - or even all of the above, 
at times, especially as this year has affected us all in so many different ways - and maybe even the way 
you celebrated Thanksgiving.    
 
It’s no secret, this year and the Thanksgiving holiday have been quite different than years past for many 
of us. Thanksgiving has taken on a new perspective this year. At a time when we traditionally gather 
with family and friends and celebrate our many blessings, this year we have had to “celebrate” a little 
differently. I realize, that alone creates emotions of frustration or grief, and may even make finding the 
lining of thanksgiving difficult or impossible to find... But I believe that is why we are given each other. 
We are surrounded by people who have the ability to help us or be helped by us. The power of spreading 
kindness, empathy and thanksgiving not only for your own gratitude but comfort in the life of another is 
remarkable.  

That is why, this year, when things just don’t feel the same, I encourage you to lift someone else up to-
day (and this week!). During this season of difficulty that so many are facing, I assure you, it will make 
a difference in their life. In return, I hope it will boost your spirits, too. I realize between social distanc-
ing and the concern of exposure it is difficult to feel “close” or “connected” to others, at times. I want 
to remind you, just having the resources we have in this era is a reason to be thankful. Most of us text, 
email, FaceTime, Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram or engage socially, daily, in many cases, with most ev-
erything else in our lives. Use those tools for loving others during this challenging time. These tools can 
allow you to lift up far more people with far less effort and offer so much good in the lives of your friends 
and family. You never know who’s life you are impacting by that simple act and, in return, my hope is 
you are touched, too. 

Together, we will keep looking forward and getting through this difficult time together. Sometimes when 
our inner thoughts get the best of us and we aren’t the best version of ourselves because of it, the best 
remedy is to look outward and upward. Be a helper to someone else, and be the recipient of someone 
else’s help. So today, my message to you is: Lift one another up and be the reason that someone gives 
thanks today. We are certainly better together!   
 
I am thankful for each and every one of you. Your dedication and love for our students lifts me up. 
Thank you for being a part of our Bellmont Family. You are appreciated!    



Jessica Ainsworth - Title I Teacher 
Jessica rejoined us on September 14th as a Title I teacher at Bellmont 
Elementary School. Jessica works part-time on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays from 9:30-1:30 PM. 

Jessica previously worked for Bellmont Middle School as a fifth grade 
teacher! We are glad to welcome her back to North Adams Community 
Schools.  

Welcome back, Jessica! 

Dawn Allison - Title I Teacher
Dawn joined us on September 14th as a Title I teacher at Bellmont El-
ementary School. Dawn works part-time on Mondays and Tuesday from 
8 AM - 12 PM. 

Dawn attended Southeast Elementary, Bellmont Middle School and Bell-
mont High School as a child. Prior to joining us, Dawn taught 34 years 
at Southern Wells Elementary School. We are blessed to have her on 

our team.  

Please join us and welcome Dawn to our Bellmont Family! 

Welcome to our New Staff

Open Positions
We have a few open positions for 
employment in our district. If you are 
interested in being considered, 
internally, or know someone who would 
be great to join our team, we 
encourage you (or invite them) to visit 
our website to learn more about these 
exciting opportunities at North Adams!  

• HS Assistant Softball Coach
• Benefits Coordinator - Admin Assist.
• BMS Assistant Track Coach
• Bus Driver[s]
• Cafeteria Server/Dishwasher/Cashier
• Deaf/Hard of Hearing Interpreter
• Special Education Paraprofessional
• Deaf/Hard of Hearing Teacher
• Substitute Custodian



DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Happy Birthday!

12/1 - Robin Everett
12/4 - Jenna Schmidt
12/8 - Marty Ballard
12/8 - Laura Linder
12/9 - Marisa Mailloux
12/9 - Mark Andrews
12/10 - Kristina Quinn 
12/14 - Ann Burkhalter
12/14 - Nick Hall
12/16 - Darlene Hitchcock
12/18 - Kellie Smith
12/23 - Prayer Hirn
12/23 - Nina Mowery

12/26 - Elizabeth Lengerich
12/26 - Ryan Thompson
12/27 - Jeremy Wiseheart
12/28 - Leah Thompson
12/28 - Jennifer Dick
12/30 - Beatrice Brewer 



Lessons for Life!
The Bellmont High School National Honor Society recently held a Food & Toiletry Collection 
Drive to collect non-perishable food items and toiletries for area organizations in need. 

On account of your support, the NHS proudly donated cereal and coffee to Shepherd’s House, 
a shelter for homeless veterans. All other 
food collected was donated to a local food 
bank in Decatur. Over 800 items were donat-
ed in all.  

Our Bellmont students and staff are commit-
ted to serving our community year-after-year 
with generous hearts. Whether it be through 
relief efforts after a natural disaster or out-
reach efforts to serve our local community, 
our Bellmont Braves has a passion and heart 
to give, love others and serve with generosi-
ty! 

Punny corner

I heard the word “ICY” is easy 
to spell....

... Looking at it, I see why!

le t ’s have some pun !


